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ON THE BASIS  OF ETHICS.

not as de-
pending on
a principle
implied in
experience,

from the point of view of knowledge to that of
action.

But there is another way in which the principles
of Unity, Variety, and Continuity may be regarded.
Instead of being simply generalisations gathered
from experience and depending upon it, they may
be founded on a principle which is itself the basis
of the possibility of experience. Of course, no one
would think of denying that it is to the accumulated
mass of experienced facts that these laws owe their
prominence in modern scientific opinion, and their
acceptance by the judgment of the best scientists.
But the process by which a man has been led to lay
hold of such principles is one thing, their logical
position in relation to experience quite another.
Our definite recognition of the laws may very well
be the result of experience* at the same time that
the principle of Continuity is presupposed in our
having experience at all. As long as we kept to the
ground from which we started, and did not attempt
to get beyond the categories of causality and reci-
procity, our progress might seem to be easy enough.
Although their logical relations may be misconceived,
the laws are, of course, actually there, in experience:
their application to the successive phenomena of
nature remains the same, and may be duly appre-
hended. The extension of *facts into laws is ex-
plained by the scientific imagination, and we do not
stay to inquire into the conditions on which the